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Dear Mr. Weitzel, 

It is with deep gratitude that I am enclosing your 2020 ACLU 
Guardian of Liberty membership card. 

I hope you will carry it proudly as a symbol of your personal 
commitment to protecting civil liberties. 

I can’t tell you how much the regular, recurring support of our 
Guardians of Liberty means to us all, and to those whose rights we 
are defending. 

That dependable support provides a bulwark against assault after 
assault on people’s rights. With your backing, we’ve been at the ready 
— fighting to end cruel policies separating children from their families, 
pushing back against a sustained assault on reproductive freedom, and 
blocking attempts to suppress the vote. 

As a Guardian of Liberty, you have also impacted our work to 
defend LGBTQ equality, our drive to reform America’s racially biased 
criminal justice system, and so much more. 

As we begin another year of intense efforts defending the rule of 
law and challenging shocking abuses of power, all of us at the ACLU 
are inspired and fortified by your commitment to our work and your 
critically needed financial support. 

You are making a difference. Every day, the support you provide 
is put to work on behalf of people whose rights are on the line. 


(Over, please) 
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In 2019, you helped the ACLU block all seven of the extreme 
abortion bans enacted in states across the country. Now, we will strive 
to turn those preliminary injunctions into permanent victories in 2020. 

You played a role in helping the ACLU reunite hundreds of 
families separated at our southern border. In 2020, we will press to 
reunite those who remain separated and to prevent more families being 
tom apart. 

And in this election year, the ACLU’s all-out work to challenge 
and end voter suppression will be another critical effort strengthened by 
your ongoing generosity. 

In times like these, it’s easy to feel hopeless and discouraged. 
Those are the times our values and our commitment are truly put to 
the test. 

Here at the ACLU we are up to the challenge — and we remain 
undaunted. That is in no small part thanks to determined and passionate 
defenders of liberty like you who continue to fight back with us. 

Thanks again for all you do, 



Anthony D. Romero 
ACLU Executive Director 








A Note from One of Our Clients 


Dear Friend, 

I am part of the ACLU lawsuit challenging family 
separation, and I wanted to share my story with you and thank 
you for helping me fight so that other families don't have to go 
through what mine experienced. 

In El Salvador, gang members threatened me and my children, 
saying they would take my 10-year-old son away from me. 

Once, the gang members beat me in front of my children. 
After that my oldest son was terrified they would kill or kidnap 
me. He wouldn't leave my side. 

I feared for my safety and that of my sons, 4 and 10. So 
I did what I believe any responsible parent would do — I tried 
to get them to safety. 

We crossed the border to seek asylum in the United States, 
where I have family willing to take us in. We turned ourselves 
in to the first Border Patrol officers we saw after crossing 
into Texas. I never imagined that immigration authorities would 
take my children away from me for seeking asylum. 

I was given five minutes to say goodbye. My babies 
started crying. It breaks my heart to remember my youngest one 
wail, "Why do I have to leave, Mami? I want to stay with you!" 
Through my tears, I asked them to be brave and promised we would 
be together soon. 

Before we were separated, I had never spent a day away from 
my children. Then, immigration authorities made my sons' worst 
fears come true: they left them without their mother. 

The government alleged that I was affiliated with a gang. 

I tried to explain that I was, in fact, a victim of the gang. 

For two months, I couldn't talk to my sons to find out how they 
were and tell them I love them. Finally, they were released to 
my relatives on the East Coast. 

I was reunited with my sons after nearly three months. I 
was so relieved to hold them in my arms again. 








I still think about other parents who are sick with worry 
about their own children who were taken away from them. That is 
why it is so important to me to be part of the ACLU's lawsuit, 
and why I am so grateful for your support. 

Together, we can make a difference and stop this cruel 
practice from happening to more families. 

Gratefully, 

Jessika L. 









ACUU 

GUARDIAN 
OF LIBERTY 



Carry your member card with pride and know 
that you are an essential partner in our work 
to protect people’s rights. 
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